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All America lies at the end of the wilderness road, and our past is not a dead past, but still lives in us.  Our forefathers had civilization inside themselves, the wild outside.  We live in the civilization they created, but within us the wilderness still lingers.  What they dreamed, we live, and what they lived, we dream.

T. K. Whipple, Study Out the Land

First Generation

CHARLES LAWSON JENNINGS, born about 1752-551,at sea2, died 5 September 18353, probably in Wilkes County, North Carolina.

Married about 17743, Elizabeth BONAFIELD2, (born about 1755-56,5 Virginia6).

Life was seldom pleasurable, aboard a sailing ship, while traveling in the New World during the eighteenth century.  For the emigrant confined in quarters in steerage, the condition was miserable.  Bad drinking water and putrid salt meat, excessive heat and crowding, lice so thick they could be scraped off the body, sea so rough that hatches were battened down and everyone vomited in the foul air, passengers succumbing to dysentery, scurvy, typhus, canker and mouth rot.7  Probably on such a voyage, our ancestor, Charles Lawson Jinings was born.

Nothing in known about Charles’s parents.  Family tradition alleges – father died aboard ship and was buried at sea, shortly before his birth.  Place of arrival in the New World for his mother is thought to be in South Carolina.  Where, and how long his mother survived is not known.  Her death, while he was still a young child, resulted in his being bonded out.  Who became his guardian is unknown.  Harsh treatment dealt out by his guardian motivated Charles into running away before he became of age.  Also alleged, during a heated argument Charles hit his guardian with such force he believed he had killed him.  This act prompted him to run away and find a way back to England.2, 8

In the early 1890s, when descendents of Charles were trying to prove their family heritage, Elizabeth, daughter of his son Ezekiel, related the following story about her grandfather and grandmother.
“He started back to England and got on a ship and they came a 
storm and cast them away and they landed in Scotland, from 
there they came back to Washington City married there and
moved from there to North Carolina and died in North Carolina.”8

In the state of Maryland and located in St. Mary’s County near where the mouth of the Potomac River enters the Chesapeake Bay, there is a town called Scotland.  Records of the county indicated the town existed as early as 1710.9 Perhaps, this is the Scotland Elizabeth writes of.

The Bonnifield family has a similar family tradition.  The following appears in C.J. Maxwell’s book, ‘Descendents of Gregory Bonnifield 1726-1794’10
 	“The Bonnifield first settled in the Carolinas and that in attempting
to return to Europe a storm drove them to the shores of Maryland
where they settled in St. Mary’s County.”

When, or where, Charles met Elizabeth Bonafield is untold.  Possibly on the ship headed for England, or perhaps it was after he landed.  The birth of their daughter Mary, in March of 1775, would indicate they were married by late spring, or early summer, or 1774.

One of the early churches of Prince Georges County, Maryland is St. Johns Broad Creek of Piscataway Parish.  The first church was built of wood in 1695 and later replaced by a brick building in 1723.  It was enlarged between 1764 and 1768 and is still being used.  George Washington is said to have occasionally worshipped in the present church, making the trip from Mt. Vernon, just across the Potomac, when roads to his own Parish church were impassable.11 Recorded in the birth register of this church are two of Charles and Elizabeth’s children, Mary, born 19 March 1775 and Ezekiel, born 16 June 1785.12

Not until the end of April 1775, did the colonist in Maryland hear of the battle that occurred on the 19 April in Lexington, Massachusetts.  When Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence 4 July 1776, colonists were now compelled to choose between the loyalty to the king of England and allegiance to the new nation.  The state of Maryland required all men of age eighteen and older to take an Oath of Fidelity and Support.  Charles Ginings [sic] name appears on the list of those taking the oath in Prince Georges County, Maryland,13 in 1778.

Stray livestock, without, or a doubtful brand or mark, had to be registered by the finder so as not to be accused of stealing the animal.  The following was recorded in the land records of Prince Georges County14:
	At the request of Charles Jenings the following certificate of
	Stray was enrolled in Prince Georges County 17 August 1782.
	Charles Jenings has brought a young black mare, about 12 hands
	high with a very slight appearance of a brand on his buttock thus
	which he says broke into his enclosed grounds and owner is unknown.


Reference:
1. Estimated date of birth calculated considering all records.  Known birth of daughter in 1775, would place marriage in 1774.  Men on average married at age 22-26.  Using age 22 would make his year of birth 1752.  The 1800 census list him over age 45.  Using age 45 would make his year of birth 1755.  It’s certainly reasonable to assume his year of birth between 1752-1755.
2. Family record written by Martha Jane Jinings Zimmerman, original owned by Joseph C. Zimmerman, 2901 Angelique St., St. Joseph, MO 64501.  Henry Orvil Jinings letter to niece, Letitia Butler, original in possession of Martha Lee Kuersteiner, 308 E. Lakeshore Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32312.  Writer has photocopies of both documents.
3. Samuel Bonafil Jinings family bible, see no.6, ref.1.
4. Estimated date of marriage using date of birth of first child, 1775, making marriage date in May or June 1774.
5. Estimated date of birth calculated considering all records.  Known birth of first child 1775, placing marriage in 1774.  Girls on & average married at age 18-23.  Using age 18 would make birth year 1756.  1800 census list her age as over 45.  Using age 45 would place her birth year 1755.  It’s reasonable to assume year of birth between 1755-56.
6. Birthplace Elizabeth, listed death of son Ezekiel, see no.5, ref.2.
7. Samuel Eliot Morison, The Oxford History Of The American People (New York: New American Library, 1972), V.1.p.198.
8. Letters from Thomas Hilton Jinings; originals believed lost many years ago.  Copied and typed by person from the Arnold family.  Writer received copies fr. Elsie Jennings, Rt.3, Box 66, Columbus, KS 66725.
9. Regina Combs Hammett, History of St. Mary’s County, Maryland (1977), p.186, ref. 73, p.468.
10. 
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